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Background note: The digital age is rapidly evolving, presenting both unprecedented opportunities and intricate governance challenges. As technologies increasingly intertwine with every aspect of human life, from livelihoods and healthcare to education, space exploration, and artificial intelligence, the need for inclusive, adaptable, and forward-looking governance models has never been more pressing.
This panel discussion on the “Future of Multi-stakeholder Governance” aims to explore how multistakeholderism must evolve to meet the demands of this dynamic landscape. Building on the key takeaways from WSIS+20, the session emphasizes equity, inclusion, and participation across all communities.
The panel will delve into how marginalized groups, persons with disabilities, young adults, and children can be meaningfully involved in shaping the future of internet governance. We will move beyond token representation and strive for real influence in decision-making.
Furthermore, the panel will explore the application of multistakeholder governance to novel and emerging digital infrastructures, such as delay- and fault-tolerant networks like the Interplanetary Internet. These novel domains necessitate rethinking existing models and expanding stakeholder participation to encompass scientific, technological, and ethical perspectives across disciplines.
With the IGF as a global dialogue platform, this session aims to address the following key points:
· How multistakeholder frameworks can be redesigned to prioritize the voices and rights of youth and future generations.
· Lessons learned from the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) +20 in building inclusive digital societies.
· The role of governance in emerging technological frontiers where time, geography, and resilience are critical (e.g., interplanetary communications).
· Mechanisms to institutionalize equitable participation across stakeholder groups in local, national, and global digital governance.
This session serves as a call to action for policymakers and stakeholders to rethink governance models that are not just for all but truly for all—ensuring sustainability, justice, and resilience in the digital future.




Participating DCs:
· Dr. Rajendra Pratap Gupta, Chairman, Dynamic Coalition on Digital Economy (DC- DE)- founder@parliament.health 
· Mr. Mark Carvell, Senior Policy Adviser, IGF’s Internet Standards, Security and Safety Coalition (IS3C)- markhbcarvell@gmail.com 
· Ms. Tatevik Grigoryan- DC on Internet Universality Indicators (DC-IUI)- t.grigoryan@unesco.org 
· Mr. James Kunle Olorundare, President, Internet Society Nigeria Chapter; ICANN 79 Paul Muchene Award Winner; Dynamic Coalition on Schools of Internet Governance (DC-SIG)- olorundarek@gmail.com 
· Dr. Muhammad Shabbir, Coordinator, Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability (DCAD)- mshabbirawan@gmail.com 
· Dr. Scott Pace- Director, Space Policy Institute and Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at George Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs; Dynamic Coalition on the Interplanetary Internet (DC-Interplanetary)- space1@email.gwu.edu 
· Mr. Torsten Krause, Co-Lead of “Child Protection and Children’s Rights in the Digital World” at Stiftung Digitale Chancen (Digital Opportunities Foundation); Member of Dynamic Coalition of Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment (DC-CRIDE)-tkrause@digitale-chancen.de 
· Dr. Pari Esfandiari- President and Co-Founder, Global TechnoPolitics Forum- esfandiari@technopolitics.org 
· Dr. Roman Chukov- Programme Management Officer, DC Focal Point, IGF Secretariat- roman.chukov@un.org 

